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Action Item

California Postsecondary Education Commission

Executive Director’s Report, July 2001

In addition to updating the Commission orally on current
items of import relating to the Commission and California
higher education, this Executive Director’s Report includes
three items for Commission discussion and/or action:

1. A resolution for action expressing the Commission’s
support for a new bond initiative for higher education
facilities to accommodate increasing enrollment
demand.

2. A resolution for action recognizing former
Commissioner Ralph R. Pesqueira for his valuable
contributions to the Commission and to California higher
education.

3. The Commission will receive an update on and engage
in discussion about the status of the new Cal Grant
Entitlement program.

Recommended Action:  Commission adoption of both
resolutions.

Presenter:  Warren H. Fox, Executive Director.
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In addition to updating the Commission on current items of import relating to 
the Commission and California higher education, this Executive Director’s 
Report includes three items for Commission discussion and/or action:  

1. A resolution expressing the Commission’s support for a new bond 
initiative for higher education facilities to accommodate increasing 
enrollment demand.  A draft of the resolution was distributed at the 
Commission’s June meeting and the Executive Director requests the 
Commission’s adoption of the resolution at today’s meeting.  The resolu-
tion appears as the first attachment in this written report. 

2. A resolution recognizing former Commissioner Ralph R. Pesqueira 
for his valuable contributions to the Commission and to California 
higher education.  The Executive Director requests Commission adop-
tion of the resolution that appears as the second attachment to this item. 

3. The Commission will receive an update on and engage in discussion 
about the status of the new Cal Grant Entitlement program.  Recent 
news media reports have documented the lower number of Cal Grants 
awarded this year relative to the number originally projected.  Further, 
many of these reports have commented on the complexity of the financial 
aid application process.   

The Executive Director and Commission staff will provide an oral status 
report on these issues and the activities being undertaken to improve the 
number of students applying for and receiving Cal Grant awards.  This 
item will also allow the Commissioners to express their viewpoints and 
concerns about the subject and provide direction to Commission staff on 
these issues.  Included as the third attachment to this item is the Assembly 
Higher Education Committee’s background and analysis of the new Cal 
Grant Program. 
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    HEREAS California’s Demographic changes, economic conditions, educational reforms, and progress
in preparing students from all groups are converging to produce historic increases in de-
mand for higher education in the state, and

WHEREAS Between 1998 and 2010, this burgeoning demand - generally referred to as “Tidal Wave
II”- is likely to result in an increase of more than 714,000 students seeking enrollment at all
levels of higher education, and

WHEREAS The Postsecondary Education Commission has estimated that California will need to spend
$1.5 billion annually over the next 10 to 12 years, both to maintain the existing physical
plant and to provide for enrollment growth in higher education, and

WHEREAS When planning new construction, renovation or reconstruction of existing facilities, public
higher education institutions should assess the extent to which future costs of operation can
be reduced by the use of technology, and

WHEREAS Public Higher Education buildings should be equipped with new technology as appropriate
to allow the colleges and universities to deliver instruction more efficiently, and

WHEREAS Funded projects should, where possible, leverage other resources such as private funds,
donated land and materials, local and federal funds and redevelopment funds to produce
the greatest return for the State’s investment, therefore be it

RESOLVED That the single highest priority for the use of bond funds should be accommodating higher
education enrollment growth, therefore be it further

RESOLVED That five percent of the education bond funding should be set aside to be used as an
incentive to develop joint use facilities and collaborative education centers, therefore be it
further

RESOLVED That on this day, July 31, 2001, the California Postsecondary Education Commission,
while recognizing that the current energy crisis places great strain on the State’s Budget,
adopts a position of support for a bond initiative in the amount of $4 billion for higher
education, to be expended over the next four years.  Such a bond issue would provide
most, though not all, of the resources needed both to create new capacity to accommodate
enrollment increases and to renovate existing structures to ensure their continued useful-
ness.

Alan S. Arkatov, Chair                 Warren Halsey Fox, Executive Director

CALIFORNIA POSTSECONDARY
EDUCATION COMMISSION
Resolution in Support of
The 2002 Education General Obligation Bond Issue
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    HEREAS Ralph R. Pesqueira has represented the California State University Board of Trustees on
the California Postsecondary Education Commission, having been appointed in May 1997;
and

WHEREAS Commissioner Pesqueira, as a two-term member of the Board of Trustees and as a mem-
ber of the Commission, advanced not only the cause of the State University and its stu-
dents, but all of higher education as well; and

WHEREAS Ralph Pesqueira, is a respected member of the business community of the City of San
Diego where he has been active in civic affairs, particularly those endeavors associated
with planning and development, and a leader in the Latino Mexican/American sector; and

WHEREAS Commissioner Pesqueira, over nearly five years as a member of the Commission, served
on numerous committees, including most recently as a member of the Fiscal Policy and
Programs Committee and as chair of the Educational Policy and Programs Committee; and

WHEREAS Commissioner Pesqueira has participated in the overall work of the Commission, display-
ing both dedication to duty and a willingness to address the challenging higher education
issues of the day; and

WHEREAS He discharged his duties as a Commissioner in the educational sectors with thoughtful analy-
ses that was informed by experience, not only as a civic leader and respected member of
the Latino community, but also that of a former officer in U.S. Army; and

WHEREAS Commissioner Pesqueira continues to represent the highest ideals of civic responsibility,
both in his home community of San Diego and the state at large; and for which he has
received numerous citations and awards, now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED On this 30th day of July 2001, that the California Postsecondary Education Commission
wishes to recognize the many contributions that Ralph Pesqueira has made to the advance-
ment of all people of the State of California in their pursuit of educational opportunity; and
be it further

RESOLVED That the California Postsecondary Education Commission wishes to commend Commis-
sioner Ralph R. Pesqueira for a job well done.

Presented this thirty-first day of July, 2001, on behalf of the Commission by:

Alan S. Arkatov, Chair                 Warren Halsey Fox, Executive Director

CALIFORNIA POSTSECONDARY
EDUCATION COMMISSION
Resolution Commending Ralph R. Pesqueira
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